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URGENT UPDATE
Please excuse the format of this message but I shall be unavailable for League business next week and some of the details are urgently required. Reply by return essential. The details below are specially relevant for the following clubs: Bangladeshi Community Association, Bingley, Bradford Tigers, Eccleshill United, Horton Foxes, Idle Jrs, Keighley Shamrocks, Myrtle Park, Nab Wood, Oakworth, Silsden, Shipley Juniors, Skipton LMS, Sutton, Weston Lane
MINI-SOCCER UNDER 7 & 8
We had a very useful meeting on Wednesday when formats for the first six weeks of the season and the expected bad weather periods were agreed. Teams will be split up into groups to start with. Clubs not represented at the meeting MUST get in touch with the Fixture Secretary, Olwyn Watson, to sort out which groups their teams should be in. We need to get the approximate strengths correct.

It is essential that you get in touch to avoid a mismatch or your team being left out of the initial programme.

We have agreed simplified rules, registration arrangements and a system for adding more teams if this becomes necessary. The whole thing is designed to be club friendly and adaptable to meet changing needs.

MINI-SOCCER UNDER 10

Plans have already been drawn up and will be available at the meeting for new managers and teams on Wednesday August 17th.  Please get as many players registered with Martin Procter before then.

UNDER 11s. – 9v9

I have now got two sets of Samba goals available to lend to any club that would like them for practice purposes.* I am also in discussion with clubs that need help with getting their own goals and pitches marked. Teams have been divided into three groups for preliminary games. Each team will play four or five matches either home or away between the beginning of the season and half-term. Then we will make up the proper divisions.
UNDER 11  11v11

Teams have been divided into three groups for the initial games which will be four for each. Once we have judged the relative strength of the teams we will form the new divisions.

UNDER 12

The number of new teams has proved to be a problem. We had considered a preliminary set of fixtures like we do with the under 11s but this raised too many difficulties especially for the existing teams.

After considering various options we have decided to put all the new teams into one division – C. Teams from last season have been allocated to divisions A, B and D. Division D will include the bottom six teams from last season plus three new teams that have requested to be placed in the lowest rank.

Div A: Horsforth Stallions, Thackley A, Albion, Sutton A, Shipley Lions, Horsforth Mustangs, Calverley, Silsden and Oakworth

Div B: Skipton LMS, Nab Wood, Kly Shamrocks Crusaders, Shipley Tigers, Queensbury, Thackley B, Bingley A, Manningham, Bingley B
Div C:  Cowling, Eccleshill, Horton Foxes, Ingrow, Shamrocks Knights, Moorside Warriors, My BD5, Myrtle Park, Settle.

Div D: Horsforth Colts, Burley, Sandy Lane, Eldwick, Sutton B, Thackley C, Idle Jrs, Long Lee, Weston Lane.
The fixtures are now being generated and will be available on the 17th of August.

BCAFC (Bangladeshi Community Association) have not affiliated to the WRCFA so I am informed. They have until August 15th to inform me of their affiliation number or they will not be included this season. All other clubs are affiliated. Well done!

Certain clubs have not registered teams with the WRCFA and have been informed as such: Keighley Shamrocks, Myrtle Park Thistles, Oakworth under 7s, Silsden, Sutton Juniors (all their mini-soccer teams).

MISSING TEAM INFORMATION

It is now far too late for anything to be added to the League Handbook which is now with the binders. Clubs will have to supply the missing information to other clubs at the pre-season meetings.

The exception is the under 7s and 8s. I plan to issue separate directories for these age groups so please get the details to me if you have not already done this.

TEAM WITHDRAWALS

We are now past the August 1st deadline when we start on the fixtures. Any team now being withdrawn will have to pay the league fees and a fine.
REMINDER – PRE-SEASON MEETINGS

MONDAY August 15th is for club secretaries and welfare officers. The County Welfare Officer will attend. We will also issue club and team packs for under 13 to under 18 plus continuing under 12 teams.

WEDNESDAY August 17th is for managers and coaches of new teams including under 10s, 11s and 12s. We will explain how we do things and answer questions as well as distribute team packs.

*FINALLY
The Secretary has to be away from Yorkshire from August 9th to the 14th and will not be able to deal with any League business during that time. No mail or emails will be answered.
